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plane’s engines at Pope Air Force
Base. The airplane would be one of
four C-130s of the 40th Tactical
Airlift Squadron, 317th Tactical
Airlift Wing, flying a formation
toward Fort Bragg's Sicily Drop

(See CRASH, Page 2A)

Hunter was killed when the
airplane skidded slightly off center
of the runway and crashed into
three. Army vehicles sitting in a
woodline some 1,800 feet from
where the plane initially hit the
ground.

Zone. According to a summary of the
The airplane was to demon- report written by Col. Sherman W.
strate a LAPES maneuver beforea  Bear, president of the investigating

crowd of about 5,000 at the annual
Fort Bragg-Pope Air Force Base
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capabilities exercise. The maneu- from hitting the ground.

ver involves descending to 5 to 10 In addition the extraction
feet above the ground and havinga  parachutes did not properly inflate
piece of equipment pulled from the ~ when the aircraft hit the ground
rear of the plan by carge because parts of the became
parachutes. entangled with the e chutes.

After takeoff at about 9:37 a.m.,
the Pope control tower handed the
airplane off to Fayetteville

Only one chute fully deployed and
eventually pulled a Sheridan
armored vehicle

approach control. In the next hour  from the plane.
the C-130s flew designated routes An explosion occurred as the
over Pope and Fort Bragg. plane’s right struck an

At 10:17 a.m., Even 44 was given
permission to start its descent over

wingtip
Army vehicle at the end of the
runway, according to the report.

Sicily Drop Zone, and at 10:25, Even  The airplane, in flames, came to

45, the second ship in the formation,  rest about 2,040 feet from the initial

reported to the Fayetteville control imq_ah:t.

tower that Even 44 “went down.” accident report was ob-
Killed were Bardo; Capt. JohnB.  tained a Freedom of In-

Keiser III, navigator; loadmasters  formation Act and contains

TSgt. Timothy J. Matar and Airman
Ist Class Albert G. Dunse, and a

only a portion of the full re
According to Air Force offic}’:rtls,

soldier spectator SSgt. Douglas  portions of the report dealing with
“Lance” Hunter, who was sittingin  the investigating board’s analysis,
a vehicle at the end of the runway. findings and recommendations are

Surviving the crash were Lt exempt from disclosure, as are the

Marc A. Lenke, co-pilot, and Sgt.
Tony P. Holmes, flight engineer.
Lenke and Holmes have recovered
from severe burns and have re-
turned to Pope Air Force Base.

According to the report, both
loadmasters sustained fatal head
and chest injuries during the crash.
The pilot and navigator survived
the crash but were killed by fire.
Lenke and Holmes survived
gw;me they escaped the flight
ec

statements of witnesses giving un-
sworn testimony, medical reports
and technical reports given by
contractors.

“Release of these portions of the
safety report would jeopardize a
significant government interest by
materially inhibiting its ability to
conduct future safety investiga-
tions pertaining to the crashes of
Air Force aircraft,” according to a
oopv:ﬁ letter provided with the
re



